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Whatôs green?

ÅSpecial development/building methods

ÅFluorescent Light bulbs

ÅPlants:  What kind, where, doing what?

ÅTrees around home:  What kind, where, doing what?

ÅOpen space

ïAny space?

ïWhat kind of space?

ïWhere?

ïWhatôs in it?



Whatôs Green?

ÅñOpen space maintained in a natural 

condition costs up to 5x less to maintain 

than lawns.ò 
Cite: Watershed Protection Techniques 3(2): 623-632



Open Space

ÅWhat makes for good open space?

ïWhatôs most expensive to develop?

ïWhatôs most accessible as ñparkò?

ïWhatôs most ecologically sensitive?

ÅOpen Space goal/objective/purpose

ïñleft-overò vs. Planned open space



Open Space Considerations

ÅSelecting open space

ïProtect sensitive areas
ÅWet areas

ÅSteep slopes

ÅFloodplain

ÅDrain-field enhancement

ÅVegetation variety

ïAccessibility

ïMinimize fragmentation

ÅManaging open spaceé



Managing Open Space

ÅItôs never ñfinishedò

ÅCommon failures of subdivision open 

space:  

ïPoorly defined

ïPoorly maintained

ïPoorly understood

ïResponsibility not assigned



Managing Open Space

Priorities

1. PLAN, plan, Plané always plan

2. Firewise

3. Protecting water quality

4. Vegetation management



Planning

ÅForestland/Openland planning

ïEstablish goals

ïMap

ïInventory

ÅKnowing the location and frequency of plants, 

animals, special features

ïResponsibility

ÅHOA, homeowners or land trust



Planning Assistance

ÅNatural Resource Consultants

ÅPublic Agencies

ïVDOF, NRCS, Soil & Water 

Conservation Districts

ÅSelf-directed



Firewise

ÅHomes can burn

ÅWoods can burn

ÅAnd fire can move between the two

Top fire causes in Virginia

1.Escaped debris burning

2.Arson

3.Equipment Use



Å1,322 wildfires in 2008

Å25,704 acres burned per year

Fire happens

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d4/Deerfire_high_res.jpg


ÅFirewise Landscaping creates or changes the 

vegetation around a woodland home to improve 

fire protection and prepares your property or 

community in the event of a wildfire.

More information on Firewise landscaping can be 

found at:

www.dof.virginia.gov

What is 

Firewise Landscaping?



ÅHomes:

ïWithin or adjacent to forest or grassland

ïConstructed with any flammable material

ïOn or near slopes

Who is at risk?
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